
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events   (events can be found at www.rockngem.com or www.amfed.org/mwf/Calendar/) For detailed 
information, please visit individual club’s website. 
  
Nov 1 thru Nov 29 - Rock Polishing Class at CAI Building, 7-9 PM, Cutting/shaping/polishing taught 
by Leon Pearson, and open to the public. Contact Waterford Parks & Recreation 248-674-5441 

Club Silent 
Auction 

Starts EARLY 
  

April 2nd 
 

At 7:00 
 

Board Mtg at 6:00 
is early, too 

 
 
 
 

Refreshments 
(note to Refreshments 
committees- we do not 
need to purchase any 

plates, cutlery, napkins 
or cups- there are plenty 

in the storage closet) 
 

G. Matyas,  
L. Whitehead 
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let us know and maybe we can make a 
convoy out of it!   --President Dwight 
 

Are you ready for the  April Auction? 
If you like special rocks, minerals, slabs, or 
 fossils, be prepared for April 2nd. Bring 
box(es), wrappings, --and  don't forget 
dollars and dimes. 
Note- we need a couple more people to 
help setup the auction on Tues. 4/1 at 2PM. 
Please call Katherine (248 698 4386) to 
help out. 
 
If this is your first club auction--- 
Individual minerals etc. will be laid out on 
tables next to a bid paper. 
You can write your bid on the paper as 
soon as the table is said to be "OPEN." 
The first bid is specified on the bid paper. 
 Any additional bids are raised by the 
amount stated on the paper--usually 25 
cents. 
When the table is "CLOSED"  pencils stop 
immediately and the last person to bid gets 
the specimen, and needs to keep the bid 
paper with the specimen. 
You may pay for your specimens during 
the evening or after all tables are "closed." 
There will be time for questions before the 
auction. 
 
Are you dreaming of some special 
specimen that might be there for you??  Be 
There.  Basement of the church!  Note time 
change-- 7:00 pm. 
  --Katherine Van Hoy 
 

Church Elevator is Now Available 
at Christ Lutheran Church, to help folks move 
between the main floor and the basement. 
Handicap access from the outside is from the 
rear parking lot entrance. --L. Sheffer  

B
e
s

From the desk of Dwight 
 

Well it's officially spring!  The sun is 
shining, the flowers are blooming, the 
grass is growing and the birds are 
singing.  "Some Where, but sure as 
heck not here in Mich"!!!!!  The pot- 
holes are eating car tires, the dogs are 
tracking in mud, it's overcast and once 
again they're calling for snow 
flurries!  UGH!!!!!   
But happiness is!  It's April. Which 
means it's time for our annual rock 
club auction.  Here comes the good 
stuff!  Eleanor and Katherine and 
friends have been sorting, pricing, and 
boxing up "Great Specimens” just for 
you!  So rob your piggy banks or 
better yet, your kids’ college funds!  
:o)  Make sure that you bring a box to 
hold your new found gems, and some 
paper towels to wrap them in. 
 
 We need to make sure that we keep 
Monica and Jackie in our thoughts and 
prayers. They're both dealing with 
some medical issues.  And it's good to 
see Chris moving around after her 
recent surgery.    The Monday and 
Tuesday Rock Labs are still being 
attended at almost full capacity!  
Thanks go out to Leon for keeping all 
of the equipment running smoothly!  
 
 The June Banquet is fast approaching 
and then it's off to the USA in our 
Chevrolet (In Tony and Lynnette’s 
case it's their Monster Ford truck) to 
collect more specimens to add to our 
collections.  Can never have enough 
rocks!!!!   If you're planning any 
excursions this coming summer please 
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Upcoming Events   (events can be found at www.rockngem.com or www.amfed.org/mwf/Calendar/) For detailed 
information, please visit individual club’s website. 
OCES classes coming up- Wirewrap- Spring 2014, D. Keith;  Lapidary-at CAI Bldg Mon & Tues 
Evening -L. Pearson & B. Albertson, Beading- Spring 2014, Saturday- T. West. 
March 29, MML Metro Rock Swap; St John Lutheran Church, 13115 Telegraph, Taylor MI, 10- 5pm; 
Free Adm & parking,- swap, sell, buy- minerals, fossils, beads jewelry, lapidary items and books. 
April 5-6:  COLUMBUS, OH  Columbus Rock & Mineral Society Annual Show, Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5.  
Northland Performing Arts Center, 4411 Tamarack Blvd, Columbus. info: columbusrockandmineralsociety.org 
April 10-12:  Indian Mounds show, Rogers Plaza Town Center, 972 28th St. SW, Wyoming MI. info- 
www.indianmoundsrockclub.com 
April 22-26 Mich. Earth Day Festivals- various communities, including Ann Arbor and Rochester: info 
https://www.facebook.com/miearthday; www.michigan.gov/earthday; www.lesliesnc.org/a2earthday 
May 2-4, Kalamazoo show, Kalamazoo Expo Center, 2900 Lake St., Kalamazoo MI, info- 
www.kalamazoorockclub.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If I have missed someone, spelled your name wrong, or have the wrong date please contact me, Debbie 
@248-628-7795 and leave a message on the machine if you don’t get anyone.  Or you could let me know 
at the next meeting.  Thank you, Debbie Rathburg. 
Is that name tag broken, lost or misplaced?  If so you can order a new one for just $8.  Please let me 
know if you would like a new one.  We will be ordering again in 2014. 
 
 We would like to welcome our new members; 
--The Lemke family- Greg, Jenny, Ryan and Erica. 
--The Driver family- Janice, Misty and Marina. 

2014 Refreshments 
Jan.   P. Barterian, M. Rowe 
Feb. L. West, P. Keene, Cindy 
Mar. D. Rathburg, P. Rives 
April G. Matyas, L. Whitehead 
May J. Presson, M. Rowe 
June Banquet-Potluck, Linda Whitehead, coord. 
Sept.  
Oct.   
Nov.  
Dec. Club Banquet 

2014 Programs 
Jan. Coin & Jewelry Appraisals- C. Roller 
Feb Petra, Jordan- Bradys and Rollers 
Mar Gemstones- B. Percoulis 
April Silent Auction 
May   
June  
Sept. Pgm by- K. Van Hoy 
Oct. Nominations; program needed  
Nov Club Member Swap/Sale & Elections 
Dec. Banquet; program needed  
 

 
April Birthdays 

 
4 Katherine Van Hoy 
8 June Swain 
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Meeting Address:  
OAKLAND COUNTY EARTH SCIENCE CLUB   
Christ Lutheran Church 
5987 Williams Lake Road 
Waterford MI 48329       Club Web Site—www.OCESC.com 
 
Editor: Laura Sheffer, e-mail: LSHEFFER1@COMCAST.NET 
Midwest Federation Library: see http://www.amfed.org/mwf/resources/geologyprograms.html 
Rentals are open to all club members- contact Pat Powers, e-mail SLCNewsletter@aol.com 
 
General Meeting: First Wednesday each month, September through June at 7:30 PM Board Meeting: Same day as 
General meeting, at 6:30 PM General and Board meeting are held at Christ Lutheran Church.  
Purpose:  To associate the member families, to promote activities that help families learn about Earth sciences and 
lapidary arts, and to cooperate with other similar organizations. 
Grinding classes and workshops are held at the C.A.I. building- 5640 Williams Lake Rd. 
Open hours in the grinding room- $3.00/person/day. 
 
Officers - 2014          

President: Dwight Keith  

Vice-Pres: Tony West   

Secretary: Chris Shull   

Treasurer: Leon Pearson   

          
Directors  

Bob Albertson (14-16)  

Rod Krupka (13-15)  

Nancy Mathura (14-16)  

Nancy Pfauth (14-16)  

Tom Pierson (14-16)  

Gerry Runkle (12-14)  

Eleanor Snyder (Emeritus)  

Roberta Thomas (14-16)  

Katherine Van Hoy (Emeritus)  

Linda Whitehead (13-15)  

  
 
Membership Dues: Annual Membership dues (due each February): $20.00 per family unit or individual. Students 
pay $7.50 if not covered by family membership. Club name tag is $10.00 per person. ALL adults are required to 
wear their name tag. Contact: Debbie Rathburg. 

OCESC is a member of 
MWF-AFMS 

Committees: 
Refreshments- Monica Rowe 
 Programs- Open position 
Classes- Tony West 
Field Trips- J. Rives 
Children’s - R. Woerner 
Membership- D. Rathburg 
By-Laws- C. Roller, P. Brady, 
   L. Pearson 
Library- L. Whitehead 
Historian- L. Whitehead 
Silversmith- M. Rathburg 
Scholarship- R. Seibert 
Rock Raffle- 
Shows- E.Snyder, 
   K. Van Hoy 
Sunshine- N. Mathura 
Publ.- L. Sheffer 
Web site- D. Whitehead 
Grinding Room- L. Pearson,                   
  B. Albertson 
Banquet- L. Whitehead 

Newsletter Contributions- 
 All Members: 

Articles and items of interest are 
welcome! – Please send them to the 
editor (US Mail or E-mail) by the 13th 
of the month. See above for Editor’s 
address. 
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 OCES BOARD MINUTES 
Minutes will be available at the meeting; and they will be published in next month’s Petoskey Stone. 

 
Congress to Begin Work on Recreation Fee Legislation 

Extract of article from The Rockpile, March 2014, via ALAA Newsletter 
 

Recreation fees for parks and public lands are governed by the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement 
Act (FLREA). Very soon, legislation to replace, revise or repeal FLERA is going to move forward in 
Congress. Now is the time for the public to weigh in.  
 
You can sit back, do nothing, and let the American Recreation Coalition (ARC), the US Forest Serice, 
Bureau of Land Management and National Park Service set the agenda. Or you can take action and make 
sure members of Congress, who will decide the issue, take the public’s concern into account.  
 
Here is what the ARC has announced it wants to see: 
“Dynamic” pricing to promote a shift in use to non-peak periods and less-used places. In other words, pay 
extra for the most popular places at the best times of the year.  
Raise the price of senior lifetime passes from $10 to $80, and/or raise the eligibility age from 62 to 70.  
Eliminate the free lifetime pass for those with a permanent disability and begin charging $80 for it.  
Lower the age of free entry from 16 to 12.  
ARC also wants a “prestige pass” at a premium price, for those who want to be able to go to the front of 
the line, and use reserved close-in parking… 
For the ARC it’s all about generating revenue… 
[Petoskey Stone Editor’s Note -If you want to weigh in on this legislation, look up your Congressional 
representatives at  
www.house.gov/representatives/find/    
www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm  
         and let them know how you feel.] 

  

 
“And this our life, exempt from public haunt, 

Finds tongues in trees, books in running brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything.” 

William Shakespeare, As You Like It, Act II, Scene i 
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Herbert Hoover: Geologist and Philanthropist First; Then President 
 
Herbert Hoover graduated Stanford University in 1895 with a degree in geology. He worked for the 
Bewick, Moering & Co., a gold mining company, traveling to Australia to manage their gold mines.  He 
became an excellent mining engineer. In 1899 he took the job of Director General of the Department of 
Mines for the Chinese government. After returning from China, in 1901, Hoover became a partner in 
Bewick, Moering supervising the firm's worldwide operations. He became known as a "Doctor of Sick 
Mines."  
 
In 1899 he married Lou Henry, a fellow geology student at Stanford. (Lou was the first woman in 
America to receive a geology degree from Stanford.) After retiring from Bewick in 1908 Hoover started 
his own engineering firm. He also worked in the Chinese Engineering and Mining Corporation, and he 
co-founded the Zinc Corporation which became a world supplier of zinc and other metals.  Hoover 
published many books throughout his life. Herbert and Lou worked together to translate De Re Metallica, 
an important sixteenth century Latin text on mining. His collected college lectures were published as 
Principles of Mining. 

Hoover was an excellent organizer and he and Lou were active philanthropists. In 1914 the Hoover's 
helped stranded Americans in Europe at the beginning of World War I to return home.  Hoover organized 
Belgium’s Commission for Relief, which provided food to four million civilians in Belgium and northern 
France. Hoover founded the American Relief Administration which fed 17 million people in 21 countries 
in the aftermath of World War I. 
 In 1927 The Mississippi River flooded over 20,000 square miles of land, killing more than 300 people 
and leaving 600,000 homeless. Hoover coordinated the relief efforts of 8 government agencies, the Red 
Cross and 91 local communities. 
 
After working in government agencies related to farming and commerce, Hoover was nominated to run 
for President of the United States. He was inaugurated in 1929 as our 31st President. After leaving the 
Presidency, he remained active as an author, as Chairman of the Boys’ Clubs of America, and politically, 
serving on several projects for the United States, including the Hoover Commissions.  
 
As you can see from this very brief outline of Herbert Hooover’s life, he was always active, productive, 
with a very broad range of skills and interests.  A geologist is a surprising background for the 31st 
President.        ---Laura Sheffer  
 

  
Imported camels were the best way to travel through the Australian desert- Hoover is 2nd from left. 

Courtesy Herbert Hoover Presidential Library
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 Oakland County Earth Science Club 
c/o Christ Lutheran Church 
5987 Williams Lake Rd. 
Waterford, MI 48329 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Sapphires 
 

If I could go on a vacation to hunt for gem and minerals, I would go to the Cherokee & Sapphire Mine 
in Franklin, North Carolina! It's one of the last native gemstone mines open to the public. It mines 
garnets, moonstone, rhodolite, sillimanite, rutile, sapphires and rubies (which is my birth stone). Each 
year many people come to the popular town of Franklin to make memories while finding these 
[wonderful] rare gems. Rock hunters, both serious and amateur, try to find treasures like sapphires or 
rubies. Most people don't realize that they are actually both the same [thing]: corundum. You probably 
know there are pink, blue, white, and lavender sapphire, but did you know that there is a red 
sapphire? I didn't. I found out that traditionally, it is called a ruby.  
 
The name ruby was deprived[sic] from the Latin word rubens, which means 'red.' Two elements are 
associated with the symbolism of this color: fire and blood, implying warm[th] and life. After learning 
about this mine, I am even more excited to go to the Cherokee & Sapphire Mine to go find red sapphires! 
Anna Mantooth 
This is one of the entries in the Junior Writing Contest. Another entry will be published in the next 
newsletter. via the Tulip City Conglomerate, March 2014. Editor’s corrections in square brackets [] are 
not part of the entry. 
 
“Let us not be too particular; it is better to have old secondhand diamonds than none at all.” 
         --- Mark Twain 


